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Australia, Queensland, and Tasmania, the War Office in Pall
Mall was deluged with offers of mounted men, who could
ride hard and shoot straight As all the world knows,
England did not discourage the loyalty of her sons, and
wherever there was hard work to be done in South Africa
there the Imperial Bushmen and Mounted Infantry rode,
scouted, and fought with a gallantry that won them golden
honours. As the stories of their exploits and the roll-call of their
dead throbbed across the wires to the land of the Southern
Cross the Australian people were filled with a sense of pride
and gladness in the brotherhood of Empire and in their own
manhood.

Local patriotism, the jealousy between colony and colony,
their feelings of isolation from the mother-country, were extin-
guished by the blood that was shed upon the African veldt,
and Australia felt the throb of exultation in the thought that
as a Commonwealth she would take a high place among the
nations of the world and in the councils of the Empire.

On the first day of 1901 the Australian Commonwealth was
inaugurated with joyous ceremony and popular enthusiasm.
It was a gala day, not only in Sydney, where the great cere-
mony took place, but in every city and town and homestead
throughout the island continent. Flags fluttered in every
street and from every house, and over many a lonely farm-
house in the Bush, th^re waved a Union Jack and the flag of
the Southern Cross, Sydney was thronged with nearly a
million people, many of whom had come from thousands of
miles across scrub and desert to swell the cheers that greeted
the birth of the new nation.                                        ,:,

Lord Hopetoun, the first Governor-General of the Common-
wealth, presided over the inaugural ceremony, driving down
a line of troops several miles long to the imperial pavilion,
where he was received with a salute of nineteen guns. Thens
amid the deep silence of the great concourse, a prayer, written
by Lord Tennyson, the son of the Poet Laureate, was offered
up by the Archbishop, and the blessing of God was invoked